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Mission Talking
We make walking safer and easier in SO
Massachusetts to encourage better
health, a cleaner environment, and
more vibrant communities.

Brendan Kearney:
ty Director, WalkBoston

Vision
A Massachusetts where people
walking—no matter their race, - | e
identity, age, ability, or lived 1 W e
. X N ¢ WP . SPRINGFIELD g
experience — feel safe, connected, b
and valued on our streets and
sidewalks.
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Q) e Community: We believe in the power of community. Walkable
— places foster community spirit, vibrancy, and health. Our advocacy
- is community driven and community empowering.

(M
n

e Equity: We embrace an inclusive definition of walkability that
accounts for the lived experiences of all people. We prioritize
working in placesthat have experienced historic disinvestment.

e Partnership: WalkMassachusetts never works alone. We partner
with community members, local non-profits, municipal and state
agency staff, and elected officials to achieve common goals.
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Goal 1:
Advocate for inclusive, safe, and enjoyable places for people to walk.

e Embrace a more inclusive definition of walkability that accounts for
the lived experiences of all people no matter their race, identity, or
ability.

e Form authentic, trusting relationships with community groups and
BIPOC-led organizations with justice-oriented missions.

ue|d J1891e.41S

e Support local partners so that they may identify, lift up, and speak
out for needed improvements that promote walkability in their own
neighborhoods

e Diversify our Board, staff, and supporters to reflect the multiple
perspectives of walkability and safe, accessible public spaces.
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Goal 2:
Work in places where people walking have the greatest need.

eFocus on neighborhoodsdesignated as environmental justice areas
(based on race, income, language) throughout Massachusetts.

eldentify neighborhoods where traffic violence is prevalent.

eRecognize areas in need of climate adaptation strategies.

ue|d J1891e.41S

elListen to partner organizations and individualsto determine where our
help is needed.

eBuild local capacity to sustain pedestrian safety and walkability efforts
once our active participation ends.
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Goal 3:

Achieve policy and built environment change that is noticeable,
replicable, and impactful.

e Address walkingissues in rural, suburban, and urban settings with the
understandingthat solutions will look different in each context.

e Advocate of policy and legislative change that improves walkability,
supports mode shift, and addresses pedestrian safety concerns.

ue|d J1891e.41S

e Work in coalition with other groups to amplify our collective voice.

e Create programs and materials that are effective, consistent with best
practices, and replicable.

e Evaluate our work to achieve better results.
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Programs
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Walk Audits

e The walk auditis our community
organizing tool to assess the built
environment of a community: how
welcoming are the streets and
sidewalks for people walking?

e Recent walk auditin Springfield
along Roosevelt Avenue that was
supported by the Department of
Public Health’s Mass in Motion
program, that makes money
availablefor active transportation
and access to healthy foods.

e Walk auditslocationsin Summer
2023 included multiple sites across
MA includinglocationsin
Worcester, Springfield & near
Alewife MBTA Station.
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Walk Audit Academy e

e Video series to train community 3b: Preparing for awalk audit

Determine the purpose and goals of your walk audit and decide what elements of the walking

Ieaders to Iead Walk audits and environment to focus on in your assessment
implement change, in a ‘flipped o
classroom’ style. . ) ’ g bt

trying to solve?

e 1st launchedin Worcester Fall 2022;
currently ongoingin Springfield
through AARP support.

e People learn at their own pace with

short videos & supporting materials. T
. o What is the end goal of your walk audit? What do you do with all of the information
([ ] I n WO rce Ste I", 5 g I"O U p S C re a te d t h e I r you've gathered? How do you make sure it's used? We've compiled a few options for
. . .. ways you can use your findings: Finding a purpose for your walk audit {PDF)
own route S, invi ted pa rtici pan t S, led « National Center on Health, Physical Activity and Disability (NCHPAD) shares what you
need to know for Conducting & Walk Audat
wa I k au d I ts o New Jersey Sale Routes has information about Conducting Walk and Bike Assessments

around schools

e 3 Zoom sessions were offered for
group feedback & discussion, ‘office
hours’ (2x per week, lunch/post work).

e Finished w/ a “community report out”

with ~50 attendees, state rep, mobility
dept head.
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Caminatas Seguras

e Collaboration with GreenRoots’
CaminatasSeguras to not only create
safe and welcoming routes to parks in
East Boston, but also ensure that
residents feel welcome in their parks.

e Last fall, WalkMassachusetts and
GreenRoots’ Caminatas Seguras
conducted a comprehensive
walk audit of East Boston.

e GreenRoots’ Caminatas Seguras meets
weekly to walk, connect and discuss
ways to promote equitable solutions
that improve the built environmentin
East Boston. Each month, we join the
group to lend key insights on local
planningefforts and help guide
advocacy efforts in the area.
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Better by the Mile: Walking group
advocates for pedestrian safety in East
Boston

Share ° ° % WCVB!5le updated: 6:09 PM EOT Sep 19, 2023
Infinite Scroll Enabled @)

“ Jennifer Pefiate

BOSTON — Taking a walk in your neighborhood is something many people
might take for granted. But in some Massachusetts communities, that simple activity
can be difficult, or even dangerous. That concern is bringing two groups together to

make the place they call home Better by the Mile.
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Age-Friendly Walking

e Age-Friendly Walking is a
framework for planningand
buildingcities and towns that are
walkable for people of all ages.
Walkability is key to ensuring that
older adults can age in community,
access goods and services, and
maintain physical, mental, and
social health.

Often in partnership with MA
Healthy Aging Collaborative.

Worked closely in past w/ Age
Strong Commission in Boston to
identify locationsfor
improvements includingbenches.

Have also worked with travel
trainers with MBTA and RTAs.
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WalkBoston’s Greatest Hits for Age-Friendly Walking

Practical steps municipalities can take to help older adults age in community

INFRASTRUCTURE
Make street crossings safer
with longer WALK times, raised Make bus and transit stops
FHN crossings, bump outs, fully accessible

signals, and many other aptions

2= Provide large type/well-it
street signs and wayfinding

E E Provide lots of benches
Idenitify and mark publicly ”
accessible toilsts Plant lots of shade trees

iy Make sure that parks are age-
friendly (e.g. benches, shade,
Improve night lighting

smpoth walking paths)

PoLICIES AND PRACTICES

A= Include seniors in municipal

" %E infrastructure planning

v

Establish age-friendly partnerships Slow traffic (with traffic

among municipal departments (e.g. calming and reduced speed

library-council on aging; disabilities limits) and add “Senior Skow
3

commission-public waorks) Z2ones” (like school zanes)

Pravide an explicit budget
for sidewalk installation and
maintenance

o Through zoning and planning, build Review municipal plans with
seniar-senving facilities (housing, an age-friendly lens
o senkor centers, clinics) in the most
L% walkable locations in town
£ Lead age-friendly walk
o audits with seniors and
o Enact and enforce sidewalk snow -
. shoveling municipal staff (fram

transportation, public warks, palice, council
on aging, elected officials)

ﬁw&lkﬂnﬂﬂn MARING MAEBACHUSETTS MRE WALKARLE
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Rebecca Willoughby, a resident of Independence House in Springfield, joins
members of Walk/Bike Springfield and Walk Massachusetts on a walking audit
to check on pedestrian safety in the area of the Jordan Senior Center and
Putnam High. From left are Betsy Johnson of Walk/Bike Springfield,
Willoughby, Deborah Hunter of Walk/Bike Springfield and Brendan Kearney,
co-executive director of Walk Massachusetts. They are crossing Roosevelt
Avenue. (Don Treeger / The Republican)
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Wayfinding

e Increasing walking as a useful part of
everyday life is a shared objective of many
stakeholdersin Massachusetts. One
potential strategy to do so is installing
wayfinding signs, giving people clear
information about walking routes and
walking times to reach key destinations.

73 5.5

e Last summer, WalkMassachusetts helped the > West Medford
City of Medford install wayfinding signs B viedford Square 444
N Vi 9 \1 C
implemented with funding from a MassDOT .,'.:F l(ity Hall 7.5

Shared Streets and Spaces grant.

e Medford plannedto gather feedback to B =
inform future efforts by using a QR code | = ]
linked to more information & feedback opps. @

e We are currently installingwayfinding signs
as part of a research partnership with Tufts
around Boston Housing Authority sites for
encouraging local walking trips.
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Direct vision = rapid reaction

50% " ™

THE 40+ YEAR JOURNEY TO CREATE THE
LONGEST RAIL TRAIL IN NEW ENGLAND

WalkMassachusetts Network

e Givinglocal advocates and municipal staff
learning opportunities & discussion throughout
the year. Each month, we invite speakers to
our WalkMassachusetts Network monthly
Zoom call (3rd Wednesday, 1pm) as a learning

session. Mass Central Rail Trail

favtes teaction tme through dredt vivion

e Presentations are recorded; recording is
stopped before Q&A to encourage discussion
and learning.

What Conspires to Make our Cycle Lengths So Long?

e Next call: October 18, 1pm - Vacant to Vibrant:
Creating Walkable Neighborhoods with Social
Infrastructure (Speaker: Aaron Greiner,
CultureHouse).

e Many share efforts to make streets safer, and ‘&f
we also gather feedback on our work by 7 {’3}(4 - o
sharing draft versions of reports to improve the < B e
final product. Be a speaker, get in touch! B @é‘h
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oZe0FcXe15s

Policy
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e We've testified against bills like “H3470:
Act to Prevent Jaywalking” in past
legislative sessions.

e Bill from last session would:
“increase fines to $25 for a first offense;
S50 for second offense and $100 for a
third or subsequent offense; If the
violation occurs while person is using a
mobile electronic device and/or wearing

supjjemAer,

earbuds, headphones, or like devices, the ¢

penalties shall be increased to $50 for a
first offense ; S100 for second offense

and $200 for a third or subsequent
offenses.”

e Significant equity concerns around
jaywalkingenforcement; research has
shown that jaywalkinglaws have been
found to contribute to racial profiling.
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The student darted outbe- . °

tween two cars in traffic go-
ing the other way, landed on
her windshield, and suffered
a broken leg. My intern had
not seen the young man run-
ning through the traffic out-
side the crosswalk.

She was not speeding and
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https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H3470/Cosponsor
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H3470/Cosponsor

Jaywalking bill knocked as 'just not
“Jaywalking” realistic’

e Bill did not increase safety. October 14,2021 By Chris Lisinski, State House News Service YIS
e Knocked it as ‘just not realistic.” bl st
e Gave exam p le of how this would Warning against a punitive approach, transportation advocates on Thursday urged
be lawmakers not to advance legislation imposing stricter punishments on pedestrians
. . . who do not use crosswalks.
implemented as written in the real
WO rl d A bill before the Transportation Committee (H 3470) would increase fines for
’ jaywalking and scale them up in situations where cellphones or headphones are
e Under existin g state law, peop le involved. And in the opinion of WalkBoston Deputy Director Brendan Kearney, the
walkin g legislation "does not increase safety” and is "just not realistic.”
are able to cross outside a Kearney described Central Street in Framingham, where he lives, as an example of road

infrastructure where a broad ban on jaywalking would not fit. On his stretch of the
road, only one side has a sidewalk and crosswalks are spaced out, Kearney said.

crosswalk if the nearest marked
crosswalk or signalized intersection
“It would be unsafe to try to walk the narrow, 30 miles per hour street with traffic to my

Is at I east 300 fe et awa Y. back to get to the nearest crosswalk a quarter-mile down the street, an act which in

e Does not a ppearany bills like this itself would technically be against the law, because if there's a sidewalk present along a
street, I'm supposed to walk on it,” he said. “This isn’t an extreme example. It's literally

were flled thIS SESSiOn; we part'a“V the view from my front door, and that's the reality for many of our municipalities across
attribute that to our increasingly Massachusetts.”

aggress ive statements about the Under existing state law, pedestrians are free to cross outside a crosswalk if the nearest
pro blem. :\;r::; crosswalk or signaled intersection is at least 300 feet away, according to
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Report: Fatal Pedestrian Crashes In MA (2022)

March 2023 release of a statewide pedestrian crash report, took a closer
look at fatal crashes from the previous year and investigated patterns
foundin publiclyavailable data.

1ioday ysedd

This was our second year of this report. | ,_ - L
It built on monthly crash posts done ‘ -5 5 10 .".’ " e 5
throughout the year. ) R AN ?‘
; - : N W i
: . Bl - O
Info compiled from: oy i S A0 S
e Preliminary data from the MassDOT AL o R 2

“Fatal Crash Information” Dashboard B it o — RS -

e MassDOT Road Inventory LTS S v o

(for jurisdiction & street speed limit) o
Report is available as an ARCGIS StoryMap

e News reports
e Google Street View

Available at walkboston.org/fatal2?2

2023 Moving Together Conference



https://walkboston.org/fatal-pedestrian-crashes-in-ma-2022/
https://walkboston.org/fatal22

Report: Fatal Pedestrian Crashes In MA (2022)

In 2022, there were 439 fatal traffic crashes in Massachusetts.

After a dip during the first year of the pandemicin 2020, fatal pedestrian
crashes in MA returned in 2021 to a level similarto what we've seen every
year since 2015; this number was over 30% higher in 2022. At least 101
pedestrians lost their lives, accounting for over 23% of the total.

Full report available at: walkboston.org/fatal22

Report uses info accessed via MassDOT IMPACT Crash Portal as of
3/29/2023.
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https://walkboston.org/fatal-pedestrian-crashes-in-ma-2022/

sayses)
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71% of fatal pedestrian crashes were
in Environmental Justice Block Groups
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Call to Action from Report:

MassDOT - create and release an action plan on pedestrian safety
immediately (as identified in Strategic Highway Safety Plan).

You can do something about this, too:

Everyone should also be asking their own mayors and other elected officials
what they’re doing to create safer streets for older adultsand for everyone in
local cities and towns.

We're allin this together, but we need those with power to take action.
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WalkMassachusetts Network Monthly
Zoom Meeting (Free RSVP)

Next Meeting: Wed, October 18, 1pm
Vacant to Vibrant: Creating Walkable
Neighborhoodswith Social Infrastructure
(Speaker: Aaron Greiner, CultureHouse)

Beat the Bay State - Virtual Challenge
Walk/run wherever you are throughout
November. Earn fun badges showing your
progress as you travel around the state; as you
log miles, your team will move along a route of
the 900 mile perimeter of Massachusetts.
Create a team today! Learn more at our table.
walk

BEAT THE @GEre
€) BAY STATE "2
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thank you!

Brendan Kearney
bkearney@walkboston.org

Althea Wong-Achorn
awong-achorn@walkboston.org
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