
Boston to Blue Hills
Bike, Walk, and Roll Connections

A proposed project by
the Metropolitan Area Planning Council

and the Neponset River Watershed Association
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● Project background
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engagement strategy

● Survey results

● Project maps

● Questions & Answers

● Next Steps



Meet the Project Team

Andres Ripley
Greenways Program Director

ripley@neponset.org



Metropolitan Area Planning Council

The Metropolitan Area Planning Council 

(MAPC) is the regional planning agency

serving the people who live and work in 

the 101 cities and towns of Metropolitan 

Boston.

Our mission is to promote smart growth

and regional collaboration. Our regional 

plan, MetroCommon 2050, guides our 

work as we engage the public in 

responsible stewardship of our region’s 

future.



The Neponset River Watershed 

Association (NepRWA) is a non-
profit conservation organization 

working to clean and protect

the Neponset River, its 
tributaries, and surrounding 

watershed lands.

The Neponset Watershed spans 

over 14 towns and cities, and 
there are roughly 330,00 people 

who live in its boundaries.



Background

● The Blue Hills Reservation is one of the largest 
parks in the Boston region, with several high 
points, and relat ively close access to open 
space to the City of Boston. Although it’s one 
of the most popular parks, it’s not easily 
accessible by foot, bike, or public transit .

● The Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) is working on a similar 
project to connect the western end of the 
Neponset Greenway to the Blue Hills via a 
walking, biking and rolling connection. This is 
a separate, but related project. To learn 
more about their project, click here.

● The Boston Metropolitan Planning 
Organizat ion recently finished a study called 
"Unlocking the Blue Hills" that evaluated 
options for improved transit  access from 
Boston to the Blue Hills

https://www.mass.gov/locations/blue-hills-reservation
https://www.mass.gov/dcr-projects
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/77be5663ee834d37ae73d8f5a98659a4


What is Boston to Blue Hills?

● An initiative to create a walking, 

biking, and rolling route from the 

Neponset River Greenway to the 

Blue Hills Reservation

● Possibilities include:
○ On-street route

○ Off-street route

○ Combination of both

● Funding for this project comes from a 

private foundation and may include 

public funds for implementation

*Note: By “rolling” we refer to other types of personal 

wheeled mobility besides bicycling, such as wheelchairs, 

walkers, scooters, mopeds, skateboards, and more. Equity, accessibility, safety, enjoyability, 

sustainability, and ease of use are values in this work



Multiple Plans 

Have Identified 

This Need

MAPC’s LandLine

Town of Milton’s Bike and 

Pedestrian Plan

DCR Parkways Master Plan

Livable Streets’ Emerald 

Network



Go Boston 2030

● City of Boston’s comprehensive 

transportation plan

● One proposed project is to connect 

Boston to the Blue Hills for 

pedestrians and cyclists



Quincy Bicycle 

and Pedestrian 

Plan Priority 

Network (2014)



Community 
Engagement 

Process

Community 
Engagement 

Strategy

Targeted Outreach

Local groups 
around Neponset 

River Greenway and 
project area

Interview(s)

Focus Group (s)

Public Survey

Translated into:
-Haitian Creole

-Simplified Chinese
-Spanish

Attending 
Community Events

Site Visit to Key 
Locations (Bike Ride)

Public Meeting: 
August 1st, 2023



Survey Results

Thank you to our partners who helped us distribute the survey! 

The survey was available in English, Spanish, Haitian Creole, and 

Simplified Chinese.

~1,000 

responses

Where do respondents live?



Survey Results

Of the people who responded, 96% had 

been to the Blue Hills at least once.

How do people get to the Blue Hills?

• 91% Drive

• 28% Bike
• 12% Walk
• 11% Carpool

*This question allowed respondents to choose multiple 

modes, meaning these percentages do not add up 

to 100%.

For those that haven't been to the 

Blue Hills, their barriers were:

• 70% Had no way of getting there

• 33% Didn't know what activ ities you 
could do there

• 26% Thought the route to get there 

was too confusing
• 22% Didn't know about the park

*This question allowed respondents to choose multiple 

options, meaning these percentages do not add up 

to 100%.



Survey 
Results

90% of survey 

respondents 

would like to 

have more 

ways to get to 

the Blue Hills.

What challenges do people 

experience getting to and 

from the Blue Hills?



Survey Results
How would people want to use a walking, 

biking, and rolling route from the Neponset 

Greenway to the Blue Hills Reservation?

• 85% Biking

• 67% Walking
• 65% Exploring nature
• 42% Running

• 40% Visiting outdoor vendors that 
may include local businesses, 

artists, food vendors, etc.
• 37% Winter activ ities such as 

snowshoeing or cross-country skiing

• 36% Relaxing in seated areas
• 33% Bringing children to play

*This question allowed respondents to choose multiple 

options, meaning these percentages do not add up 

to 100%.



Survey 
Results

The map to the 

right represents the 

top 5 areas where 

survey respondents 

would like to walk, 

bike or roll to.





The Neponset River 

Greenway is a 
completed off-
street path on the 

border of Boston 
and Milton/Quincy



The Department of 

Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) is 
working on a 

project called 
Neponset to the 

Blue Hills here



MAPC is focused on 

these two areas for 
the Boston to Blue 
Hills project



This DCR roadway is 

a gap in the 
network that is 
being evaluated for 

future changes



For more information about the project, visit  our 

website: https://www.mapc.org/resource-

library/boston-2-blue-hills/

Next Steps

Summer 

2023

Fall 

2023

Winter 

2023-2024

Spring 

2024

Summer 

2024

https://www.mapc.org/resource-library/boston-2-blue-hills/
https://www.mapc.org/resource-library/boston-2-blue-hills/
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