Boston to Blue Hills

Bike, Walk, and Roll Connections

A proposed project by
the Metropolitan Area Planning Councll
and the Neponset River Watershed Association
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Marah Holland David Loutzenheiser Najee Nunnally Andres Ripl
Senior Transportation Planner Senior Transportation Planner Community Engagement Specialist Greenways Program Director
mholland@mapc.org dloutzenheiser@mapc.org nnunnally@mapc.org ripley@neponset.org

617-933-0748 617-933-0743



The Metropolitan Area Planning Councill
(MAPC) is the regional planning agency
serving the people wholive and work in
the 101 cities and towns of Metropolitan
Boston.

Our mission is to promote smart growth
and regional collaboration. Our regional
plan, MetroCommon 2050, guides our
work as we engage the public in
responsible stewardship of our region’s
future.
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. neponset river

@m WATERSHED ASSOCIATION

The Neponset River Watershed
Association (NepRWA) is a non-
profit conserv ation organization
working to clean and protect
the Neponset River, its
trioutaries, and surrounding
wc:’rershed Ionds -

The Neponset Watershed spans
over 14towns and cities, and
there are roughly 330,00 people
whollivein its boundaries.




Background

Franklin Park Zoo e

DORCHESTER

@
e TheBlue Hills Reservationis one of thelargest e B i
parks in the Boston region, with several high £y - ol :
points, and relatively close access to open vation N < PN T
space to the City of BosToq . ’Al’rhough it'sone ceorse D 99 Ranch Market 9 Qcacey e
of the most popular parks, it's not easily -
accessible by foot, bike, or public transit. e, Adams. o
HYDE PARK : Historical Park
Quincy (&)

e TheDepartment of Conservation and ©)

QUINCY CENTER

Recreation (DCR) is working on a similar Da Quiney H Mt uiney )
project to connect the western end of the S Whlesale ©) Reseniation

G

Neponset Greenway to the Blue Hills via a ]
walking, biking and rolling connection. Thisis s South Shore Plaza ()
a separate, but related project. To learn @ 'slue Hills Reservation

more about their project, click here. LS weakoe@ @©)
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e TheBoston Metropolitan Planning
Organizationrecently finished a study called >
"Unlocking the Blue Hills" that evaluated
options for improved transit access from ) Four Points by
Boston to the Blue Hills N,

BRAINTREE
HIGHLANDS


https://www.mass.gov/locations/blue-hills-reservation
https://www.mass.gov/dcr-projects
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/77be5663ee834d37ae73d8f5a98659a4

What is Boston to Blue Hills?

e Aninitiativeto create a walking,
biking, and roling route from the
Neponset River Greenway to the
Blue Hills Reserv ation

e Possibilities include:
o  On-street route
o Off-street route
o Combination of both

e Fundingfor this project comes from a
priv ate foundation and may include
public funds for implementation

*Note: By “rolling” we refer to other types of personal

wheeled mobility besides bicycling, such as wheelchairs, . - . -
walkers, scooters, mopeds, skateboards, and more. Equﬁry, OCCGSSIbI“Ty, sofe’ry, eﬂJOYCIbIhTy,

sustainability, and ease of use are valuesin this work



Multiple Plans
Have Identified
This Need

Proposed Shared-Use Path
Existing Shared-Use Path
Existing G
In Progress Greenway
Envisioned Greenway
~——— Regional Foot Trail Network
<« = = Envisioned Regional Foot Trail
— MAPC Boundary

MAPC's LandLine

Town of Milton’s Bike and
Pedestrian Plan

0 225 45 9 Mies
! i | I )

Livable Streets’ Emerald Lo e, ‘§ AR
Network - | i ornal




Go Boston 2030

e City of Boston's comprehensive

transportation plan

e One proposed projectis to connect

Boston to the Blue Hills for
pedestrians and cyclists

GO BOSTON 2030

Multiuse Path Extension

to the Blue Hills

A protected, multiuse trail extending the Southwest

Corridor to the Neponset Greenway

Rsibadaly
ACTION PLAN L
Project Score
O Access 1 O Access 2
©® Safety 1 9 Safety 2
O Rehability 9 Affordability
® Sustainability/Resiliency 1

9 Sustainability/Resiliency 2
® Governance

#6 in public voting
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Quincy Bicycle
and Pedestrian
Plan Priority

Network (2014)

| NEPONSET RIVERWALK EXTENSION
Commonder Shea to Granite St.

GRANITE
UNKS GOLF

Figure 5: Priority bicycle network striping and proposed greenways



Community
Engagement
Process

Community
Engagement
Nigelicle)%

Targeted Outreach

Public Survey

Attending
Community Events

Site Visit fo Key
Locations (Bike Ride)

Public Meeting:
August 1st, 2023

Interview (s)

Focus Group (s)



Survey Results 1,000

responses
Thank you to our partnerswho helped us distribute the surv ey!

The surveywas av ailable in English, Spanish, Haitian Creole, and
Simplified Chinese.

Where do respondentslivee¢

14% AR 15% 17%

Boston — Dorchester Boston — Other neighborhood Milton Outside of the study area

B Boston — Mattapan [l Boston — Dorchester Boston — Hyde Park [l Boston — Other neighborhood [l Milton [l Quincy

B Outside of the study area



Survey Results

Of the people whoresponded, 96% had
been to the Blue Hils at least once.

How do people get to the Blue Hillse

91% Drive
28% Bike
12% Walk
11% Carpool

*This question allowed respondents to choose multiple
modes, meaning these percentages do not add up
to 100%.

For those that haven't been 1o the
Blue Hills, their barriers were:

/0% Had no way of getting there
33% Didn't know what activities you
could do there

26% Thought theroute to get there
was too confusing

22% Didn't know about the park

*This question allowed respondents to choose multiple
options, meaning these percentages do not add up
to 100%.




Survey
Resulis

90% of survey
respondents
would like to
have more
waysto get to
the Blue Hills.

Bus service isn't
frequent enough

The bus ride stna -

The bues stop near the
Blue Hills isn't

close to where | want
to go

Biking feels unsafe

Thee bike ride is too
= - o

Getting to the Blue
Hills is confusing by 20%

bile

1 want ta bring toa

much with me to take B3%
the bus or bike

| travel with athers.
who axperience B
mability challenges

I travel with
Chiﬂren _ o
mher _ -

0% 10% 20% 30% A40% 50%

What challenges do people
experience gettingto and
from the Blue Hills¢

100%



How would people want to use a walking,

SUTVGY Resu "s biking, and roling route from the Neponset

Greenway to the Blue Hills Reserv ation?

85% Biking

67% Walking

65% Exploring nature

42% Running

40% Visiting outdoor vendors that

may include local businesses,
artists, food vendors, etc.

37% Winter activitiessuch as
snowshoeing or cross-country sking
36% Relaxing in seated areas

33% Bringing children to play

*This question allowed respondents to choose multiple
options, meaning these percentages do not add up
fo 100%.




Survey
Resulis

The map tothe
right representsthe
top 5 areas where
survey respondents
would like to walk,
bike or roll to.
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TATBOT AVENUE

The Department of
Conserv ation and
Recreation (DCR) is
workingon a
project called
Neponset to the
Blue Hils here
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READVILLE
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TABBOT AVENUE

T)MORTON STREET

MAPC is focused on
these two areas for
the Boston to Blue
Hills project
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This DCR roadway is
a gapin the
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being ev aluated for
future changes
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Summer Fall Winter Spring Summer
2023 2023 2023-2024 2024 2024

For more information about the project, visit our
website: https://www.mapc.org/resource-
library/bost on-2-blue-hills/



https://www.mapc.org/resource-library/boston-2-blue-hills/
https://www.mapc.org/resource-library/boston-2-blue-hills/
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