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Metropolitan Area Planning Council

MAPC’s Public Health team promotes healthy communities 
in our region by working with municipalities and local 
organizations to assess community conditions that support – 
or are barriers to – the well-being of residents and to help 
municipalities become better prepared and more resilient in 
the face of future threats to public health. 

Compiling Food Systems Data

MAPC supports 
food systems 
data access 
across the 
Commonwealth

3+ 
years
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Massachusetts Food Systems Database

Creator: MAPC Data Team
Funder: Mass in Motion
Key Data Partners:
• Project Bread
• Greater Boston Food Bank
• Food Bank of Western MA
• Feeding America
• MDAR
• MassDOT
• DESE
• Tufts University

Click to 
Access

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/f3de9dc909a54f89985c9df8c01723d7/page/Map/
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MA Food Systems Map

We Are Here
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Food Retailers
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Food Retailers & Walk to Food
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Food Retailers & Drive to Food
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Datasets for Download
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Community Sessions with the
MA Food Systems Database

Guiding Discussion Questions

• What surprises you?
• What makes sense, what resonates?
• What patterns do you see?
• What story does this data tell us?
• What actions would you recommend?

Equity-Focused Group Selection

• What are the priority populations in this community?
• Who will be most affected by decisions made with this data?
• Whose voices have not yet been heard?
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Bringing Data to Communities

• Importance of utility

• Out of date data may be equivalent to erroneous data

• Community context matters and reveals lived experiences

• Community context matters and reveals lived experiences

Key Takeaways
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Bringing Data to Communities

Building Data with Communities
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Boston Urban Agriculture Strategy –
Geographies of Focus
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Boston Urban Agriculture Strategy –
Engagement & Data Creation Activities
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Boston Urban Agriculture Strategy –
Engagement & Data Creation Activities
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Building Data with Communities

• Relationship and trust building

• Be ready to invest time and resources

• Language access

• Data quality and quantity challenges

Key Takeaways
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Bringing Data to Communities

Building Data with Communities

Mixing data with communities bidirectionally enables the 
richest understanding and implementation readiness.


