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Telling a New Story 
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• Southeastern MA once 
hosted a robust regional 
rail system that also 
linked Boston to NYC by 
luxury ferry

• With completion of 
Route 24 and failure of 
the railroads, the service 
disappeared

• For nearly 60 years, SE 
Gateway cities had no 
rail connection to 
Greater Boston

• South Coast Rail is 
changing that story
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South Coast Rail: How it Grew
• Corridor Plan: A  

collaborative partnership of 
three regional planning 
agencies, 31 cities and towns, 
and the Commonwealth with 
a SE Commuter Rail Task 
Force

• The plan was a Smart Growth 
blueprint for clustering jobs 
and homes around stations to 
maximize the rail investment 
and minimize sprawl in the 
region

• Cities and towns committed 
to the process and got 
financial Technical Assistance 
to make it happen
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Phase 1: Two Lines Serving the Region 
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Project Benefits of SCR 
• Opens the housing market 

and a 2-way connection to 
Metro Boston

• Boosts economic vitality 
and jobs

• Station area development 
potential

• Connections to jobs, 
tourism, parks, education 
and health care

• Offers travel cost and time 
savings
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Top – Fall River Depot station
Below – Typical station bicycle facility 
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Transit Connections 
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• Service planning included 
an extensive study on bus 
connections and almost all 
stations have a bus area 

• SRTA and GATRA are 
examining service to make  
new station connections

• Bike trails are being 
explored in Fall River, New 
Bedford and Fairhaven

Top, SRTA bus in New Bedford; at 
right, Quequechan River Rail Trail
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Stations that Connect People with Places
• Station area 

development in older 
areas creates urban 
lifestyles and attracts 
investment

• Smart growth protects the 
open spaces and beauty 
the region is known for 
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How to Learn More 
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• Visit the project website and sign 
up for updates and regular 
construction information: 
www.mass.gov/SouthCoastRail

• Send us comments/questions at 
SouthCoastRail@dot.state.ma.us
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We’re Coming – All Aboard!

92023 Moving Together Conference


	�Reconnecting Our Region: Southeastern MA �
	Telling a New Story 
	South Coast Rail: How it Grew
	Phase 1: Two Lines Serving the Region 
	Project Benefits of SCR 
	Transit Connections 
	Stations that Connect People with Places
	How to Learn More 
	We’re Coming – All Aboard!

