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Fatal Pedestrian Crashes in MA
Brendan Kearney
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22025 Moving Together Conference

Our Mission
We make walking safer and easier in 

Massachusetts to encourage better 

health, a cleaner environment, and 

more vibrant communities.

Our Vision
A Massachusetts where people 

walking – no matter their race, 

identity, age, ability, or lived 

experience – feel safe, connected, and 

valued on our streets and sidewalks.
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O
verview

In 2024, there were 369 reported total traffic deaths in 
Massachusetts. At least 78 pedestrians lost their lives 
as a result of traffic crashes, accounting for just over 
21% of the total. 

Sections from the report I’ll highlight today: 
● Communities that experienced a fatal pedestrian crash 
● Crashes in environmental justice census block groups 
● Ages of people behind the wheel & of people they struck/killed
● Types of vehicles 
● What’s not included in fatal crash data (but should be)
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M
u
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icip

alities

Of the 351 cities and towns in Massachusetts, 53 had 
at least one pedestrian fatality in 2024. Nine of the 53 
municipalities had multiple pedestrian crash deaths.
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M
u
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icip

alities

44 communities had one pedestrian crash death: 
Adams, Arlington, Attleboro, Billerica, Blandford, 
Braintree, Chelmsford, Chelsea, Chicopee, Dartmouth, 
Dighton, Falmouth, Framingham, Great Barrington, 
Hadley, Hanson, Lawrence, Leominster, Lexington, 
Lynn, Mashpee, Methuen, Milton, New Bedford, 
Newburyport, Newton, North Attleborough, 
Northampton, Norwood, Pittsfield, Quincy, Randolph, 
Southbridge, Stoneham, Stoughton, Sutton, Wakefield, 
Webster, West Bridgewater, Westminster, Westport, 
Weymouth, Wilmington, and Wrentham. 
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M
u

n
icip

alities

9 communities had 1+ pedestrian crash death: 
Boston (12), 
Brockton, Springfield (4/each), 
Fall River, Worcester (3/each), 
Bedford, Holyoke, Revere, Yarmouth (2/each).  

Boston, Springfield, and Brockton have each had at 
least 3 pedestrian crash deaths each year 
(2021-2022-2023-2024) we have released a report.
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66.7%
 Env. Ju

stice Fatal pedestrian crashes from 2021-2024 overlaid with Environmental 
Justice block groups. In 2024, two out of every three (66.7%) fatal 
pedestrian crashes took place in EJ census block groups.
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Drivers of all ages were behind the wheel in these crashes.
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O
ld
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Older adults were hit and killed more often than those in 
other age groups.
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Typ
es o

f veh
icles

Type of vehicles involved in these fatal crashes: 53.3% 
passenger cars, 38.7% light trucks.



20
18

 M
O

V
IN

G
 T

O
G

ET
H

ER
 

C
O

N
FE

RE
N

C
E

132025 Moving Together Conference

Veh
icle b

lo
at

Despite size differences, both of these vehicles would be listed the same way in a crash 

database, ‘light truck.’ For scale, the person standing in front of each vehicle  is 6’3”.
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There is a long delay before datasets are closed in order to ensure 
the data is as accurate as possible, and the determination of 
whether a traffic fatality is counted as a FARS crash or non-FARS can 
sometimes take years. As of the publication (April 2025), the 
MassDOT IMPACT Crash datasets for 2023 and 2024 are still open 
for editing, so they are not yet considered final. 

The number of pedestrian fatalities documented in this report for 
2024, is preliminary and as of March 31, 2025, and could continue 
to change in the coming months.

TL;DR version: 
we know we’re looking at data that is not yet final.
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W
h
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“To be included in FARS, a crash must involve a 
motor vehicle traveling on a trafficway customarily 
open to the public and must result in the death of 
a vehicle occupant or a nonoccupant within 30 
days of the crash.” (720 hours)
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227,760+ H
o

u
rs
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Take A
ctio
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● Safety Camera bill(s): 
○ S.2344 was reported favorably out of Joint Transportation 

Committee in July; now with Senate Ways and Means.
○ H.3754 has not come out of that committee yet; instead, it 

had the reporting date extended to March 18, 2026.
● S.2343, “An Act expanding truck safety requirements”: 

○ will extend the safety requirements for MassDOT’s fleet of 
large trucks and contractors beyond state vehicles to 
municipal and utility vehicles to reduce the probability of 
harming people outside the vehicles.

● Intelligent Speed Assist
○ no bill currently filed this session in Massachusetts
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Bike ride: 11am departure, Cambridge Common 
Walk: 11am, Boston Common 
Joint rally at corner of Boston Common near the State House: 12 pm. 
Organized by Families for Safe Streets Massachusetts with support from Sidney 
Mae Olson Rainbow Fund, MassBike, Cambridge Bicycle Safety, Safe Roads Alliance, 
Boston Cyclists Union, and WalkMassachusetts.


