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At the Massachusetts State Police
barracks in Weston, Transportation
Secretary and CEO Stephanie Pollack
joined Massachusetts State Police
Lieutenant Colonel Edward Admodeo,
Jeff Larason of the Executive Office
of Public Safety and Security,
industry leaders, and MassDOT staff
for an equipment walk through to
underscore the need for drivers to

follow directions when they approach
work zones such as reducing speed
and shifting lanes when indicated. The
speakers also highlighted the dangers
of impaired and distracting driving
as examples were given of recent
incidents in which drivers allegedly
failed to yield or obey work zone
signage and instead drove into arrow
Please see “Work Zone” on page 5

MHA Hosts 38th Annual NE Public Works Expo
September 20th and September 21st
(Boxborough, MA) – Mark your
calendar for the 38th annual
Massachusetts Highway Association
(MHA) New England Public Works
Expo which will be held on September
20th and 21st at the Boxboro
Regency (formerly Holiday Inn) in
Boxborough, MA.
This two-day expo showcases some of
the region’s latest heavy equipment,
construction, municipal and highway
products and services. The show will
also feature a complimentary barbecue
for all attendees and vendors, coffee
and donuts, a vendor appreciation
reception, free educational sessions,
and antique equipment displays.
According to Expo chairman Dave
Capelle, the Expo is New England’s
largest public works and construction
show featuring more than 150 local,
regional and national companies. This
is a great opportunity for municipals
and private companies to come and
see the latest in new equipment for
the industry. Nearly all vendors for
last year’s show have signed on for
the 2017 show, according to MHA
representatives.
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“The Expo is New
England’s largest public
works and construction
show featuring more
than 150 local, regional
and national companies.”
The free educational sessions will run
on both days of the show. A complete
listing of seminar topics and times will
be on the show’s website at
www.nepublicworksexpo.org, as they
are announced.
The vendor exhibits will be open
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Wednesday,
September 20th and from 8 a.m. to
2 p.m. on Thursday, September 21st.
Raffles will also be held throughout
both days.
Admission is free and complimentary
tickets are available through
Expo vendors and MHA county
associations, as well as, through local
public works departments. More
than 50,000 admission tickets will be

m3 Quarterly

distributed to show vendors.
Indoor spaces are located in the
conference center with outdoor booths
located outside the facility.
Vendor booths are still available.
Information about vendor spaces
can be obtained by contacting JC
Marketing Associates at 781-245-7070
or by visiting the website at
www.nepublicworksexpo.org.
Vendor lists will be available on
the show website with a link to
participating companies.
For additional information about
the 2017 New England Public Works
Expo, call Dayna at 781-245-7070.
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Driver Skills & Safety
Training Event
Scheduled for
July 26th
The Massachusetts Highway
Association is pleased to announce the
statewide 2017 Massachusetts Driver
Skills and Safety Training Event. This
event is designed to demonstrate
teamwork, safety awareness,
and vehicle operating skills in a
competitive, fun setting. This event is
open to all cities and towns without

having to pre-qualify at a county event.
In addition to trucks, this inaugural
training event will also include a wheel
loader event.

Who Is Eligible?
Any employee of a highway or public
works department of a city or town in
Massachusetts who is in possession
of a valid CDL license. Registration
is limited to no more than two (2)
teams from each city or town. A team
consists of two (2) eligible registrants.
Come Join Us For:
• Valuable hands-on training exercises
• A day of friendly competition
• Awards & prizes
• Lunch, courtesy of the Mass Highway
Association
The event will take place at the
Wachusett Mountain Ski Area, 499
Mountain Rd., Princeton, MA 01541
from 7:30 AM to 3:30 PM.
For more information and to register
visit www.baystateroads.org.
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Congratulations, Master Roads Scholars
Justin Daigle - MassDOT
Justin Daigle is a civil engineer for the MassDOT
District 1 office in Lenox, Massachusetts. He
graduated from UMass Dartmouth in 2010 with a
degree in Civil and Environmental Engineering. In
his free time, Justin enjoys spending time with his
wife and 10-year-old stepson, as well as running and
playing basketball.

Peter McConarty - Town of Falmouth
Peter McConarty has been in the civil engineering and surveying profession
for 33 years. He has worked on projects ranging from subdivision design and
development to MassDOT roadway design. Recent large scale projects include:
working with a team designing and constructing an 8 million gallons per day
water treatment plant currently under construction at the Falmouth Long Pond
reservoir; town wide sewer upgrades; and the reconstruction of a large fish run
in North Falmouth.
Working directly with the Director of Public Works, Peter’s administrative
responsibilities include oversight of the department and all engineering matters
relating to the Town of Falmouth.
Duties include the administration, funding, design and construction of
public projects; the review and implementation of professional service and
construction contracts; management of the Town’s Chapter 90 Roadway
Program; creation and oversight of the five-year roadway maintenance program; preparation of town meeting articles
for the repair and reconstruction of coastal structures and other infrastructure needs; oversight of projects, which
includes providing survey, design, and construction support for the Public Works department.

Congratulations Roads Scholars
Nicolás H. Bosonetto, P.E.
City of Lowell

Chris Faria
Town of Southwick

Joshua Grzegorzewski
FHWA Massachusetts Division

Jeffrey Colby
Town of Yarmouth

Chunxia Feng
MassDOT District 2

Brad Curry
Town of Blandford

Keri Gallagher
MassDOT District 5

Christopher DeMoranville
Town of Holden

Eric Dufault
Town of Barnstable
Jared Duval
Town of Oxford

Christian Goodchild
MassDOT District 1

Michael Eccles
Town of Belmont

Sonja Gray
MassDOT District 1
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Bill Domingos
Town of Swansea
Joseph Doucette
Town of Wayland
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Work Zone

Continued from page 1
board trucks, construction barrels
or parked construction equipment
and law enforcement vehicles.
The new safety devices and
initiatives being pursued by
MassDOT include: flashing blue
LED lights on portable trailers
to serve as the first stage of
notification, temporary portable
rumble strips placed at the
entrances of work zones to alert
drivers, truck mounted attenuators
to shield highway workers,
sequential drum lights to guide
motorists away from closed sections
of roadways, the “take five” huddle
incorporated into construction
projects to improve safety
communication, work zone safety
instructions included in drivers
education to better promote safety
principles, and radar speed feedback
boards that display motorist speeds
in order to encourage speed limit
compliance.
“After several work zone crashes
last year, we convened a task force
to determine if additional steps
could be taken to keep work zone
crews safer,” said Secretary Pollack.
“We are pleased that the task
force has recommended several
innovative measures and ideas
and we are beginning to integrate
these new features into MassDOT
setups in order to increase safety
for everyone. The deployment of
warning-related equipment will
help to better alert drivers, ensuring
they have more time to move over
and give extra space to the men and
women who are on the roads doing
the necessary work to improve
and repair our roadway systems
and allow travel throughout the
Commonwealth.”
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“The problems we are seeing in
work zones are the same problem
we are seeing on all roads –
distraction and impairment,” said
Jeff Larason. “Drivers need to pay
attention and drive sober at all
times.”

The new safety devices and
initiatives being pursued by
MassDOT include: flashing
blue LED lights on portable
trailers to serve as the
first stage of notification,
temporary portable rumble
strips placed at the entrances
of work zones to alert drivers,
truck mounted attenuators
to shield highway workers,
sequential drum lights to
guide motorists away from
closed sections of roadways

The Task Force has recommended
several new safety devices and
initiatives, and the ideas come from
a variety of professionals from
several MassDOT departments
including Traffic and Safety
Engineering, Construction,
Legal, and Operations and
Management, as well as subject
matter experts from the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA),
the Massachusetts State Police
(MSP), the Executive Office of
Public Safety and Security (EOPS),
the Massachusetts Sheriff ’s
Associations, and Construction
Industries of Massachusetts.
Since July 2016, when the Work
Zone Safety Task Force was
formed, until this past January,
Massachusetts State Police
documented 395 crashes within
work zones under the jurisdiction
of State Police in the state, which
resulted in 181 injuries. A main
connecting thread in many work
zone incidents is alleged impaired
driving from drunk, drugged, and
drowsy drivers.
Based on article by Klark Jessen

In 2016, the Work Zone Safety Task
Force was convened to analyze
and evaluate work zone activities.
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Recent Baystate Roads Listserv Posts
Additional archived listserv posts can be found at https://list.umass.edu/mailman/htdig/baystate-roads-l/
If you would like to subscribe to the Baystate Roads Listserv, send your email address to baystateroads@engin.umass.edu

Fuel Pumps and Software

Question:
Has any town recently purchased new fuel pumps and software? If so, could you share your specs with me?
Thank you. — Tim King, Westport
Answer:
We have upgraded our town’s fuel system software over a year ago to GIR http://www.gir-na.com/. We have had a gasboy
and petrovend systems and this system works much better and easier. The cost was about $9000.00 and was installed in one
day. The key fobs work without issue, are super simple to program. Adding and deleting vehicles / drivers is just as easy and
can be done from mobile devices as well. — Christopher J. Bouchard, Town of Becket

Roadway Acceptance

Question:
In regards to roadway acceptance, how do other cities and
towns ensure that a developer follows through with roadway
acceptance? Is it a cash surety, bond or another means?
We have an issue with many roads in the city that are not
accepted as public ways. I believe it is a problem with the
requirement of the Planning Board and I wanted to find out
how other cities and towns deal with this issue.
Thank you. — Mark F. Piermarini, P.E., Leominster
Answer:
Question Part 1. For New Subdivision Roads . “How do
other cities and towns ensure that a developer follows
through with Roadway Acceptance? Is it a cash surety, bond
or another means?” In Spencer it starts at the subdivision
and zoning bylaws / rules & regulations. Also important
having a strong planner and planning board (we didn’t always have these things or a full time planner) to follow through
with all rules requirements on the developer who pays for cash bonds and paid in advance 3rd party engineer review
and reporting services. See the following links to http://spencerma.gov/Pages/SpencerMA_Bcomm/Planning/sub.
pdf. Subdivision Rules & Regulations http://spencerma.gov/Pages/SpencerMA_Bcomm/Planning/sub.pdf and http://
spencerma.gov/Pages/SpencerMA_Dev/ZoningBy-law.pdf. Zoning By-laws http://spencerma.gov/Pages/SpencerMA_Dev/
ZoningBy-law.pdf.
Question Part 2. For Existing Private Roads . “We have an issue with many roads in the City that are not accepted as Public
Ways”. Good luck with this one. As you know private ways come in many forms. Some can never be accepted and some
don’t want to be. Spencer has betterment processes that could lead to acceptance for eligible roads and a betterment process to allow for roads improvements paid for private road abutters. See links below:
Notice: http://www.spencerma.gov/Pages/SpencerMA_Highway/privateroadspublicnotice.pdf
Outline of procedures: http://www.spencerma.gov/Pages/SpencerMA_Highway/PrivateRoadAcceptanceProcedures.pd
Betterment Procedure: http://www.spencerma.gov/Pages/SpencerMA_Highway/PrivateRoadRepairs, http://www.spencerma.gov/Pages/SpencerMA_Highway/PrivateRoadRepairs&BettermentsBylaw.pdf
See this web page for other private road resources: http://spencerma.gov/Pages/SpencerMA_Highway/index
Stormwater: http://www.spencerma.gov/Pages/SpencerMA_Bcomm/Planning/StormwaterResources.
— Steven J. Tyler, P. E., Town of Spencer
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Vertical Granite Curb vs. Lime-based Concrete Curb

Question:
Hello, I am trying to see if there has been any cost/benefit studies or other comparison of Vertical Granite Curb against
lime-based Concrete Curb? I’ve heard several people say that that VGC just lasts longer in our winters, but Concrete Curb
is all we use in the Midwest which has just as harsh winter conditions if not more so. And if there are durability qualities
to VGC how does that outway the lower cost and ease of installation of Concrete Curb over time? — Rob Rob May, CEcD
Director of Planning and Economic Development, City of Brockton.
Answers:
1). Hi Rob, this doesn’t answer your question, but from a wildlife perspective, Vertical Granite Curbs are a nightmare for
turtles, salamanders, and other small animals. We prefer sloped curbing that will allow these critters to escape from the
roadway. Also, the idea these days is to not only get water off the roadway quickly, but to then spread it out and let it soak
in. Can someone come up with a way to maybe have curbing that allows a small rainstorm’s water to pass through (slots?)
to get to the land beside the road, while larger storms’ water would be directed to erosion-proof infiltration areas? — Jane
Winn, Executive Director, Berkshire Environmental Action Team (BEAT).
2). To our way of thinking VGC is a locally available product that has been in use for over a hundred years with no visible
wear from all the abuse and harsh winter chemicals and plowing we do. Look at any shopping mall parking lot and see the
wear What do you think the cost difference is?? — Rob May, CEcD, City of Brockton
3.) See: http://www.dot.ri.gov/documents/about/research/Granite_Curb.pdf. — Bill Cundiff, Town Engineer, Town of
Douglas.
4.) I thought concrete curb lasts in other places, because they use a curb and gutter system. The curb and gutter as one
piece are large enough to resist plow damage. By the way, nice research report from Rhode Island! Easy to absorb the
information. Thanks everyone. Interesting conversation. — Chris Ahmadjian, Associate Director, UMass Transportation
Center.

Driveway Permit Costs

Question:
Hi this is Hubbardston DPW and I was wondering what the surrounding town get for a driveway permit and the reason for
the cost. Thanks. — Travis M. Brown, Interim DPW Director, Hubbardston DPW.
Answers:
1.) Rehoboth charges $75.00 and the reason is to insure that the driveway meets the road properly and not paved over the edge
of the roadway . This insures that our plows will not take the edge of their driveway out during snow removal.
— Mike Costello, Highway Superintendent.
2.) Ayer is $25 but we will be redoing our permits/regulations this summer and I expect it to increase. — Mark L Wetzel, P.E.,
Superintendent.
3.) Hi Travis, Orange charges $50.00 for the permit application. Besides inspecting the vertical alignment of the driveway
with the roadway; we look to see that the proposed driveway will be located in as safe a location on the property as possible
with good line of sight for entering the roadway. At times, a “Blind Drive Ahead” sign may be required. We also look to make
sure that roadside drainage will not be interrupted by the driveway construction. If needs be, we may require a culvert to be
installed and may ask for a bond to hold until a successful inspection has been performed. In addition, we want to see that the
new driveway is not going to discharge storm water into the street in a way that will cause issues with the roadway. If this is a
concern, we may ask for storm water control measures to be built into the driveway construction. We ask for a sketch of the
proposed driveway location and design to accompany the permit application and send staff out to inspect the location with
all of the above criteria in mind before issuing a permit for new driveway construction. Asking for the location to be staked
is also a good idea. The $50.00 is mainly to cover the cost of our staff analysis and any administrative tasks. Good luck in
Hubbardston! — Joshua T. Knechtel, Interim Superintendent of Public Works/Tree Warden.
4.) Travis , We charge $75.00 and it is for the filing of the paperwork and the inspection of the driveway apron when complete!
Non - Refundable. — Pam Rogers, Administrative Assistant, Templeton DPW.
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Host a Baystate Roads
Workshop!
Does your Highway Department or Municipality have a
training space?
m3 Quarterly is a quarterly newsletter published by
Baystate Roads (LTAP). The Local Technical Assistance
Program (LTAP) is a national effort of the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) designed to improve
access to highway, road and street technology for local
agencies. Local capabilities and needs differ, and it is the
recognition and accommodation of this fact that has been
primarily responsible for the program’s success. Flexibility
in the delivery of technology is a key to responding to
the multitude of needs felt by a group as diverse as
the local agencies. LTAP is, therefore, based on a policy
that employs a national network of technology transfer
centers established in partnership with the State highway
agencies and staffed with personnel skilled in providing
an interface with their respective local constituencies.
Because the program relies on input from many sources,
inquiries, articles and ideas are encouraged.

To contact Baystate Roads
call 413-545-2604 or fax 413-545-9569

www.baystateroads.org
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Are you interested in reducing your training costs and travel
time?
YOU receive:
• TWO FREE REGISTRATIONS to the workshop!
YOU provide:
• A free training space in your Department or Town:
• The location must be ADA accessible
• A projection screen or white wall
• A video projector (preferred but not a deal-breaker)
To be placed on our Training Location list,
please submit a “Workshop Hosting Form” at
http://www.umasstransportationcenter.org/umtc/Host_a_
Workshop.asp
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