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Westford’s Chip Barrett
Awarded ‘Top Ten Leaders
of the Year’ by APWA
By: Courtney Murtagh, UMTC Intern

ONE CENTER

Each year since 1960, the American Public Works Association (APWA) has
honored 10 men and women who reflect the best of the public works profession.
This year, APWA honored Westford’s own Richard “Chip” Barrett for his careerlong devotion to public works in the town.

at the

“I was totally blown away,” recalled Chip Barrett. “The chances of getting this
award are so small, it is truly an honor.”

BAYSTATE
ROADS

www.baystateroads.org

Chip was born and raised in Westford. He started his career serving the public
when he was just 18, as an on-call firefighter and emergency medical technician
(EMT). Chip has been serving the Town of Westford ever since, totaling a
remarkable 39 years, in several ways including: as a heavy equipment operator/
Please see “Barrett” on page 5

Thursday
November 1, 2018
Boston Park Plaza Hotel
50 Park Plaza at Arlington
Boston, MA
7:45 AM – 4:00 PM

American Public Works Association
Announces Rollout of National Public Works
First Responder Symbol
On May 07, 2018, American Public
Works Association (APWA) President
William “Bo” Mills announced the
Association’s adoption of a national
Public Works First Responder symbol.
The symbol is to be used throughout
North America to recognize public
works professionals’ federally
mandated role as first responders.
President George W. Bush issued
Homeland Security Presidential
Directive 5 (HSPD-5), Management
of Domestic Incidents, in 2003,
in which a public works response
to emergencies and disasters is
recognized as an absolute necessity,
and the federal government is
directed to include public works in
all planning and response efforts. The
Public Works First Responder symbol
is expected to increase recognition
of public works as first responders
throughout North America.
The Public Works First Responder
symbol uses familiar colors—orange,
black and white—and a design
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reminiscent of road construction,
signs, safety cones and orange
construction barrels.
By displaying the symbol wherever
appropriate, public works agencies
can raise awareness among all citizens,
government officials, and other first
responders about the critical role
public works plays in emergency
management efforts. To ensure the
symbol has maximum exposure in as
many settings as possible—such as on
fleet vehicles, license plates, letterhead,
hard hats, uniforms, public buildings,
and offices—APWA is making the
symbol available in multiple formats
at no cost to all public works agencies.
Public works agencies can obtain
free access to the symbol’s artwork,
as well as APWA’s simple guidelines
for use of the symbol on the web or
in all print formats, at www.apwa.net/
first responder. Items displaying the
symbol also may be purchased in the
APWA Store at www.apwa.net/store.
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For more information about the
Public Works First Responder
symbol, or about APWA, please
contact Jared Shilhanek, Sr. Marketing
& Communications Manager, at 816595-5257 or jshilhanek@apwa.net.
About APWA
The American Public Works
Association (www.apwa.net) is a notfor-profit, international organization
of more than 30,000 members
involved in the field of public works.
APWA serves its members by
promoting professional excellence and
public awareness through education,
advocacy and the exchange of
knowledge. APWA is headquartered
in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office
in Washington, D.C., and 63 chapters
in North America.
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Article Source: American Public Works
Association (APWA)

www.MovingTogetherMA.org

Image Source: American Public Works
Association (APWA)
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Get Ready for Old Man
Winter!

!
s
n
o
i
t
a
l
u
t
a
r
g
n
Co
r
a
l
o
h
c
S
d
a
o
R
r
e
t
s
a
M

These specialized Baystate Roads
workshops will have you ready for
when the first flakes fly!
All About Liquid Deicers-From Brine to Beet Juice
This class will walk you through the process for setting up
and effectively implementing a liquid anti-icing program.
Expert speakers will share valuable real world experience
and knowledge. The instructors will include: Mike Smith,
Technical Training Specialist for Baystate Roads; Marc
Valenti, Manager of Operations for the Town of Lexington;
Kevin Collins, General Foreman for the Town of Wellesley
Highway Division; and Shane Mark, Director of Streets for
the City of Newton.

John Digiacomo
John Digiacomo is the Assistant
Town Engineer for the Town of
Natick. He has been working for the
Department of Public Works for
over 13 years. Previously, he worked
in the private sector for Guertin &
Associates (now part of Kleinfelder)
and Earth Tech (now AECOM).
He received a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Civil Engineering with
a concentration in Environmental
Engineering from Worcester
Polytechnic Institute (WPI) in 1997.
He is a Registered Professional
Engineer, and a Certified Soil
Evaluator, in Massachusetts. While
John Digiacomo (center) receives his award from MassDOT Highway Division
working as a consultant, John
Deputy Administrator/Chief Engineer Patricia Leavenworth, and MassDOT
focused mainly on water and sewer Highway Administrator Jonathan Gulliver.
projects, including wastewater
treatment designs, Sewer System
closely with the Town Engineer and Norfolk Bristol Middlesex Highway
Evaluation Surveys and Inflow
DPW Director on Natick’s MS4
Association, as well as the New
and Infiltration Analysis and water
Stormwater permit with EPA as well England Water Environment
distribution projects. Since his
as the creation and implementation Association where he serves as on
transition to the public sector, John of a new permitting policy and
the Executive Board. In his free
has not only continued working
process.
time, John likes to spend time with
with water and sewer issues but
his wife Jennifer and 5 year old
has included roadway and storm
John is a member of numerous
daughter Julianne, cheering on all
water projects into his daily work
organizations including the New
of the Boston sports teams and
responsibilities. For example,
England Chapter of the American
enjoying quiet family time at their
lately John has been working very
Public Works Association, the
home in Medway.
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Snow & Ice Operations
This workshop will teach planning for winter weather and
will cover the following material:
• The proper use of salt and liquid anti-icers and the 		
		 environmental impacts
• Pre-wetting and pre-treating
• Anti-icing to De-icing
• The use of sand and its environmental impact
• Equipment calibration, usage specification and 		
		 technology

Barrett
Continued from page 1
truck driver for the Highway Department, being a patrol
officer for the Westford Police Department, serving as an
elected member of the Board of Water Commissioners,
and since 1991 Chip has served as the Superintendent of
the Westford Highway Department. Since he took over
as Superintendent of Westford’s Highway Department,
Westford’s roadways have doubled in miles, significantly
increasing his responsibility.
Chip joined the APWA in 1989. He has since served
as a national member on the Emergency Management
Committee and he is currently the Second Vice
President of the APWA’s New England Chapter. He also
serves on the Northeast Homeland Security Regional
Advisory Council (NERAC); Baystate Roads Advisory
Committee; the Norfolk, Bristol, and Middlesex Highway
Association, and participates in many other local and
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•
•

Snow and ice policy for public review
Cost benefit analysis of salt vs. sand

Spreader Calibration
Save time, save money, and save the environment by not
over applying. This Spreader Calibration workshop will
cover all the necessary steps for calibration of spreaders.
Whether you spread sand or salt, this class will teach how
to achieve a goal of 250 lbs. of salt per lane mile or 1,000
lbs. of sand per lane mile (for gravel roads) or anything in
between. Please bring your spreader truck with you and
get it calibrated. This class will be both indoors and out so
please plan and dress accordingly. Don’t forget to bring
your spreader truck with you and get it calibrated!
See dates and locations for these workshops, and all of
our current course listings, at www.BaystateRoads.org.

state organizations. Chip is known to stay current with
new technologies, use progressive techniques, share new
information to promote learning and innovation, and
unite all sectors of public works to work together and be
prepared for public emergencies.
Chip has been an invaluable member of Westford’s Public
Works sector. Chips was recognized by the APWA in 2017
with the Professional Manager of the Year Emergency
Management Award for exceptional leadership in the
field of public works emergency management. He has also
received the Public Works Leadership Fellow (PWFL) by
the Donald C. Stone Center, and a Baystate Roads Scholar
certificate in recognition of continuing education in
roadway improvement, and others.
“I am proud to be in public works and I hope to promote
the public works field to those already in it and everyone
who may be interested,” said Chip.
Congratulations, Chip!
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2018 MA Driver Skills &
Safety Training Event
The Massachusetts Highway
Association put on another
outstanding event!
Congratulations to this year’s
winners!
Aerial photo by Chris Lyman
Photos by Aldo Villani

Single axle truck first place winners, Jimmy
Charzenski and Christopher Butler from the
Town of Milford (second and third from left), are
congratulated by Dave Derosiers (far left) and Chris
Bouchard (far right).

Single axle truck second place winners, Patrick Duran
and Mike Murphy from the Town of Burlington
(second and third from left), are congratulated by Dave
Derosiers (far left) and Chris Bouchard (far right).
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Kyle Pettibone from the Town of Otis (center), receives
his first place trophy in the loader competition from
Dave Derosiers (left) and Chris Bouchard.

Richard Jasmin, from the Town of Stoughton (center),
receives his second place trophy in the loader
competition from Dave Derosiers (left) and Chris
Bouchard.
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m3 Quarterly is a quarterly newsletter published by
Baystate Roads (LTAP). The Local Technical Assistance
Program (LTAP) is a national effort of the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) designed to improve
access to highway, road and street technology for local
agencies. Local capabilities and needs differ, and it is the
recognition and accommodation of this fact that has been
primarily responsible for the program’s success. Flexibility
in the delivery of technology is a key to responding to
the multitude of needs felt by a group as diverse as
the local agencies. LTAP is, therefore, based on a policy
that employs a national network of technology transfer
centers established in partnership with the State highway
agencies and staffed with personnel skilled in providing
an interface with their respective local constituencies.
Because the program relies on input from many sources,
inquiries, articles and ideas are encouraged.

Come Visit
Baystate
Roads at
Booth 314

To contact Baystate Roads
call 413-545-2604 or fax 413-545-9569
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